
-more- 

News Release 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Barbara Gould             or  Ken Kesegich 
Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC  Marcus Thomas LLC 
(440) 329-9609      (888) 482-4455 
barbara.gould@bendix.com     kkesegich@marcusthomasllc.com 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Photo Included 

 

BENDIX EMPLOYEES RAISE $13,400 FOR NATIONAL KIDNEY FOUNDATION 

Bendix Named Corporate Champion of 

Cleveland Kidney Walk for Fifth Year in a Row 

  
ELYRIA, Ohio – June 18, 2014 – Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC and its 

team raised more than $13,400 for the Cleveland Kidney Walk in support of the National Kidney 

Foundation (NKF). The Bendix “Brigade in Blue” – composed of more than 50 team members, 

including President and CEO Joe McAleese, other members of the senior leadership, and even 

a three-week-old newborn – began the walk in a sea of umbrellas on Sunday, June 8. Bendix 

was named Corporate Champion of the Cleveland Kidney Walk for the fifth consecutive year. 

“We are extremely proud of the Bendix team for the commitment and passion they put 

into raising funds,” said Kimberly Little, Bendix vice president, human resources – North 

America. “This is just one example of how our employees and their families actively embrace 

our long-standing commitment to give back to the communities in which we do business, and to 

promote a culture of healthy living and healthy lifestyles.” 

Bendix is the North American leader in the development and manufacture of leading-

edge active safety and braking system technologies for commercial vehicles. 

This year’s fundraising efforts were driven by an employee-led committee of six 

volunteers, which rolled out a repertoire of seven fundraising activities from April through early 

June. Efforts included a Bendix co-op supported cook-off, bake sale, ice cream social, silent 

auction, cornhole tournament, raffle baskets, and a donation partnership with Fiesta Jalapeños 

Mexican Grill.  
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“Putting on a fundraising campaign can be a lot of work, but it can also be incredibly 

rewarding,” said Amy Solmos Wayne, executive director of the National Kidney Foundation – 

Northern Ohio Region. “The Bendix team is very passionate about inviting new people with new 

ideas into the planning process, and you can see it in the results they deliver every year. Their 

employees exhibit that same passion when it comes to kidney health education and 

awareness.”   

In 2008, Bendix engaged in a year-long partnership with NKF Serving Ohio to drive 

educational efforts throughout the community. A major supporter of education and community 

involvement, McAleese also served as first-ever corporate chairman of the Cleveland Kidney 

Walk in 2010. NKF is a regular participant in the health fairs Bendix hosts for its employees 

each year.  

“Bendix is strongly committed to emphasizing the importance of kidney scores and 

kidney health education in our local community,” McAleese said. “NKF Serving Ohio has been a 

fundamental part of Bendix health and wellness efforts for years, and it is truly an honor to walk 

beside the compassionate and generous individuals who join the walk each year.” 

Since 2010, Bendix has raised nearly $61,000 for the National Kidney Foundation.  

The National Kidney Foundation is the leading organization in the U.S. dedicated to the 

awareness, prevention, and treatment of kidney disease, which kills more than 90,000 

Americans every year – a greater sum than breast cancer and prostate cancer combined. 

Money raised through the walk helps fuel NKF initiatives to offer free health screenings, 

organize educational programs, advocate for legislative action, and fund research to identify 

new clinical treatments. 

In addition to the Kidney Walk, Bendix employees throughout North America coordinate 

a wide range of community service programs, including an annual United Way campaign, 

hunger-relief efforts, and fundraising for the ALS Association. Employees at Bendix’s Bowling 

Green, Kentucky, and Acuña, Mexico, operations recently raised significant funds for the 

American Cancer Society through Relay For Life events. 

 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 
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America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 2,700 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Bendix is 

headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, with manufacturing plants in Bowling Green, Kentucky; 

Huntington, Indiana; and Acuña, Mexico. For more information, call 1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-

247-2725) or visit www.bendix.com. To learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, visit 

www.bendix.com/careers. Follow Bendix on Twitter at http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on 

and learn from the Bendix experts at www.brake-school.com. 
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