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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

BENDIX HONORS GRAND CHAMPION OF 2014  

ATA NATIONAL TRUCK DRIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS  

Company Recognizes Commitment to Safety Shown by All Competing Drivers 

 

ELYRIA, Ohio – Aug. 18, 2014 – Following five days of competition, Bendix 

Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC honors the Grand Champion winner of this year’s American 

Trucking Associations (ATA) National Truck Driving Championships (NTDC), held Aug. 12-16 in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. For the fourth consecutive year, Bendix is the proud sponsor of the 

Bendix National Truck Driving Championships Grand Champion Award, given to the event’s 

overall top driver. 

Bendix congratulates the 2014 Grand Champion, Jeffrey Langenhahn, a Con-way 

Freight professional truck driver based in Plover, Wisconsin. He also won the individual twins 

truck driving competition. A professional driver for 28 years, Langenhahn has logged more than 

1.9 million miles. Langenhahn’s driving skills and knowledge of safety, equipment, and the 

industry earned him the top award over 426 other drivers. He began competing in his state truck 

driving championships in 1997, and this year marks his fourth trip to the National Truck Driving 

Championships.   

The NTDC is an annual competition among professional truck drivers from across the 

United States. It features winners from company, state, and regional levels, competing in nine 

classes of competition. Collectively, these champions have driven 653,677,080 accident-free 

miles. Each year, the NTDC attracts more than 2,000 friends, family, colleagues, and 

spectators. 
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At the competition, the industry’s best professional drivers tested their expertise in their 

respective classes through a written exam, a pre-trip inspection test, and a skills-based 

competition course. The skills course – staged inside Pittsburgh’s David L. Lawrence 

Convention Center – challenged drivers’ ability to judge distances; maneuver tight spaces; and 

reverse, park, and position their vehicles precisely over scales, before barriers, and around 

curves.  

“Bendix congratulates Jeffrey Langenhahn for earning this year’s Bendix National Truck 

Driving Championships Grand Champion Award and commends every driver who competed in 

the 2014 championships,” said Fred Andersky, Bendix director of government and industry 

affairs. “Each of the participants deserves recognition for their exceptional performance. We are 

proud to honor the dedication of these talented professionals and we know they share our 

commitment to enhancing highway safety. The National Truck Driving Championships shine a 

deserving light on these great drivers, the families who support them, and the critical role they 

play in keeping roadways safe for everybody.”   

Bendix plans to continue its sponsorship of the Grand Champion Award as just one part 

of its robust, ongoing efforts to promote commercial vehicle and highway safety.  

Bendix delivers on safety, plus other areas critical to the success of both drivers and 

fleets, through its ever-growing portfolio of technology developments and solutions. Andersky 

noted that while these technologies are designed to complement safe driving practices, no 

commercial vehicle safety technology replaces the most important safety components – a 

skilled, alert driver exercising safe driving techniques and proactive, comprehensive driver 

training.  

“By improving vehicle performance and efficiency, and providing unparalleled post-sales 

support, Bendix aims to help fleets and vehicle operators maintain lower total cost of ownership 

for equipment and technology, contributing to safer roadways for everyone,” Andersky added.  

 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 2,700 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Bendix is 

headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, with manufacturing plants in Bowling Green, Kentucky; 
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Huntington, Indiana; and Acuña, Mexico. For more information, call 1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-

247-2725) or visit www.bendix.com. To learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, visit 

www.bendix.com/careers. Follow Bendix on Twitter at http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on 

and learn from the Bendix experts at www.brake-school.com. 
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