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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

BLUE BIRD RECOGNIZES BENDIX COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SYSTEMS  

WITH 2014 SUPPLIER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Bendix Honored for Superior Performance and Commitment to Innovation 

 
ELYRIA, Ohio – Dec. 5, 2014 – Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC, the North 

American leader in the development and manufacture of leading-edge active safety and braking 

system technologies, is the Blue Bird Corporation 2014 Supplier of the Year.  

Blue Bird, widely recognized for its manufacture of school buses engineered for safety, 

recently presented the 2014 Supplier Awards during its annual Supplier Conference held in 

Macon, Georgia. With more than 390 production suppliers, the company recognized 10 

distinguished suppliers for their commitment to quality, innovation, service, and timely delivery.  

Blue Bird chose Bendix for the highest award. A supplier for several Blue Bird wheel-end 

offerings, Bendix strategically partnered with Blue Bird to launch the Bendix® ADB22X™ air disc 

brake in 2014. Blue Bird credits Bendix’s outstanding dedication to innovation and technology 

for the tremendous success of the product launch. 

The patented Bendix ADB22X technology is a lightweight air disc brake design that 

significantly reduces stopping distance and offers straight, stable stops with a car-like feel and 

virtually no brake fade or degradation of stopping power. In addition, the Bendix ADB22X offers 

twice the lining life, four times the rotor life, and half the service time of comparable drum 

brakes.  

“Bendix is truly honored to receive this prestigious award from Blue Bird Corporation,” 

said Scott Burkhart, Bendix vice president – sales, marketing, and business development. “We 

value our collaboration with Blue Bird and look forward to continuing to work together to provide 
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innovative, reliable, and high-quality solutions for Blue Bird buses. We are proud to partner with 

Blue Bird to help ensure a safe school bus ride for students each day.”  

In 2014, Blue Bird also became the first North American school bus manufacturer to 

offer stability technology. The company now offers the Bendix® ESP® Electronic Stability 

Program full-stability system as a factory-installed option on conventional Blue Bird buses. 

Bendix ESP is a proven commercial vehicle technology that helps mitigate loss-of-control and 

rollover conditions.  

Blue Bird, based in Fort Valley, Georgia, is the leading independent designer and 

manufacturer of school buses, with more than 550,000 buses sold since its formation in 1927 

and nearly 200,000 buses in operation today.  

Bendix Spicer Foundation Brake LLC (BSFB), a joint venture between Bendix 

Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC and Dana Commercial Vehicle Products, LLC, manufactures 

the Bendix® ADB22X™ at its wheel-end production facility in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  

Bendix emphasizes that no technology can replace the most important safety 

components of all: skilled, alert professional drivers exercising safe driving habits, as well as 

continuous, comprehensive driver training. 

 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 2,800 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Bendix is 

headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, with manufacturing plants in Bowling Green, Kentucky; 

Huntington, Indiana; North Aurora, Illinois; and Acuña, Mexico. For more information, call 1-800-

AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit www.bendix.com. To learn more about career 

opportunities at Bendix, visit www.bendix.com/careers. Follow Bendix on Twitter at 

http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts at www.brake-

school.com. 
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