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BENDIX RECYCLING DRIVES 96 PERCENT WASTE DIVERSION 

Company Reduces Waste Sent to Landfills by More Than Half during Past Five Years 

 

ELYRIA, Ohio – March 10, 2014 – Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC, the North 

American leader in the development and manufacture of leading-edge active safety and braking 

system technologies, has achieved a 96 percent waste diversion rate as a result of its ongoing 

efforts to operate in environmentally responsible and innovative ways. The progress reflects the 

company’s continued focus on sustainability, which also includes new internal awareness efforts 

and further pursuit of independent external validation. 

“As recently as 2008, our waste diversion rate was 52 percent,” noted Maria Gutierrez, 

Bendix director of sustainability management. “Just 5 years later, in 2013, less than 4 percent of 

our waste was sent to landfills. It’s a direct result of a company-wide commitment to recycling 

and remanufacturing, and continuous work toward our goal of ‘zero waste to landfill’ operations.” 

Bendix diverted more than 9,500 tons of waste, which included recycling more than 

9,240 tons of material last year – waste that once would have gone into landfills. Bendix has 

driven waste diversion through recycling programs for basic materials, such as cardboard, 

wood, plastic, and metal. It has done so at its headquarters in Elyria, Ohio, and its 

manufacturing plants in Bowling Green, Ky.; Huntington, Ind.; and Acuña, Mexico. The company 

has found other recycling channels as well: Bendix sends discarded desiccant from its recycled 

air dryers to a company that reclaims the waste material for use in producing cement. 
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Over the last 5 years, Bendix has reduced over 53 percent of material sent to landfills 

and, as a result, prevented an estimated 15 million pounds from being disposed in this way 

every year. 

Bendix also reduces its environmental impact through its remanufacturing efforts, 

dismantling parts such as compressors, air dryers, valves, and brake shoes after their initial 

use, salvaging key components, and reassembling them with salvaged (when applicable) and 

new components to meet current specifications. This efficient form of recycling reduces the 

carbon footprint associated with the fabrication of new parts by 80 percent. 

In September 2013, Bendix created a Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability 

department, naming Gutierrez as its leader. The department’s goals include identifying the 

opportunities and risks of social and environmental changes, reinforcing and refining the 

company’s long-term sustainability strategy, and integrating it into Bendix’s entire value chain. 

To help employees and customers understand the environmental significance and 

impact of Bendix’s waste diversion achievements, the company is working to meet standards 

set by global independent safety science company UL. 

UL offers three landfill waste diversion claim validations: Landfill Diversion Rate, which 

validates claims of 80 percent and up; Virtually Zero Waste to Landfill, reserved for facilities 

achieving a diversion rate of 98 percent or higher; and Zero Waste to Landfill, a waste diversion 

rate of 100 percent.  

In 2013, Bendix’s Acuña III plant reached a diversion rate of 99 percent, making it 

eligible to apply for Virtually Zero Waste to Landfill classification. 

“Being environmentally conscious is more than just an idea or a solid business strategy 

at Bendix,” Gutierrez said. “The decisions we make and the improvements we strive for every 

day have a positive, direct impact in the communities where we operate and which our 

employees call home. And the changes we implement now can make all the difference in the 

future of our shared planet.” 

 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 2,700 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Bendix is 
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headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, with manufacturing plants in Bowling Green, Ky.; Huntington, 

Ind.; and Acuña, Mexico. For more information, call 1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit 

www.bendix.com. To learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, visit 

www.bendix.com/careers. Follow Bendix on Twitter at http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on 

and learn from the Bendix experts at www.brake-school.com. 
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