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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

U.S. XPRESS SELECTS BENDIX AS STANDARD SUPPLIER  

OF REMANUFACTURED BRAKE SHOES 

Bendix to Meet Leading Carrier’s Brake Replacement Needs  

with Industry’s First RSD-Certified Aftermarket Friction 

 

ELYRIA, Ohio – Oct. 31, 2014 – Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC, the North 

American leader in the development and manufacture of leading-edge active safety and braking 

system technologies, continues to expand its market presence in remanufactured brake shoes. 

U.S. Xpress Enterprises, the nation’s second largest privately owned truckload carrier, 

has chosen Bendix remanufactured brake shoes for the brake replacement needs of its fleet of 

8,000 over-the-road tractors and 22,000 trailers. Delivery is underway. 

Founded in 1985 and based in Chattanooga, Tenn., U.S. Xpress provides a wide variety 

of transportation solutions throughout North America. 

For its friction choice on the Bendix remanufactured brake shoes, U.S. Xpress is 

primarily using Bendix® Advanced BA202R™, the industry’s first aftermarket friction certified to 

maintain compliance with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) 

mandate for Reduced Stopping Distance (RSD). Bendix Advanced BA202R is part of Bendix’s 

three-tiered friction portfolio launched last year. The friction options are engineered to meet 

every customer’s need for safety, performance, and value. 

“We are proud of our position as a recognized industry leader when it comes to safety. 

It’s an essential part of everything we do. That’s why it was natural to align with Bendix. We 

know we’re getting a product we can count on. The shoes are safe, reliable, durable, and a 

good value,” said Gerald Mead, vice president of maintenance for U.S. Xpress Enterprises. “Our 
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customers trust us to move their goods on time, every time. With the recent mandate for 30 

percent reduction in stopping distance from NHTSA, Bendix was simply the right choice for us. 

Their RSD-compliant aftermarket friction offerings allow our fleet to maintain vehicle safety and 

stopping performance.” 

Unlike the majority of brake shoe reliners, Bendix – a brake shoe remanufacturer – coins 

100 percent of its brake shoes to return the shoe to OE geometry so it will perform as designed 

by OE engineers. Additionally, to provide longer service life, Bendix® reman shoes are treated 

with the company’s premier ProteX™ coating, a salt-spray-tested coating that virtually eliminates 

rust jacking. Finally, to ensure correct lining attachment for maximum lining service, Bendix 

reman shoes are assembled with the same riveting procedure and quality checks used in OE 

production.  

Reman brake shoes can play a key role in helping fleets and drivers continue to adapt to 

the Reduced Stopping Distance mandate and the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s 

(FMCSA) Compliance, Safety, Accountability (CSA) program. 

Bendix® Advanced RSD – Bendix friction code BA202R™ – was introduced for safety-

conscious fleets that want to maintain RSD compliance and performance after the initial service, 

and is approved for vehicles with Gross Vehicle Weight Ratings (GVWRs) up to 52,000 lbs. 

According to Bendix, most of RSD-impacted vehicles on the road fall into this weight category. 

Bendix Advanced RSD is the first high-performance friction developed specifically for the 

aftermarket. 

Bendix produces reman shoes at its Huntington, Indiana, plant. The state-of-the-art 

Bendix Brake Shoe Remanufacturing Center handles the complete salvage, coining, and 

assembly processes that make up start-to-finish remanufacturing. The center can produce 

several million remanufactured commercial vehicle brake shoes annually. 

Opened in 2012, the center – which recently expanded its remanufacturing capabilities 

and capacity with a $3.2 million capital investment in equipment and facility upgrades – 

combines Bendix’s nearly 40 years’ experience in remanufacturing with Bendix Spicer 

Foundation Brake’s acknowledged leadership in wheel-end solutions and brake shoe 

manufacturing. Bendix Spicer Foundation Brake LLC (BSFB) is a joint venture between Bendix 

Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC and Dana Commercial Vehicle Products, LLC. 

 “We are very pleased that U.S. Xpress has chosen to partner with Bendix for 

replacement brake shoe solutions that meet its needs for safety, value, reliability, and 

efficiency,” said Scott Burkhart, Bendix vice president – sales, marketing and business 



U.S. XPRESS SELECTS BENDIX AS STANDARD SUPPLIER OF REMANUFACTURED BRAKE SHOES 

Oct. 31, 2014/Page 3 

 

development. “We look forward to helping keep the U.S. Xpress trucks on the road with our 

technologies for a long time to come.” 

U.S. Xpress specifies other Bendix products as well, including the Bendix® ESP® 

Electronic Stability Program full-stability system; Bendix® Wingman® Advanced™ – A Collision 

Mitigation Technology; the High-Performance Bendix® ES™ (Extended Service) reduced-

stopping-distance brake; and the Bendix® Versajust® LS™ Slack Adjuster with the WearMax™ 

Clutch. 

Bendix’s efforts to promote safe commercial vehicle operation, along with its ever-

growing portfolio of technology developments, help it deliver on areas critical to fleets’ success: 

safety, product performance, value, and post-sales support. Bendix aims to help fleets and 

drivers lower total cost of vehicle ownership and strengthen return on investment in equipment, 

technology, and training, which leads to safer highways for everyone on the road. 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 2,800 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Bendix is 

headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, with manufacturing plants in Bowling Green, Kentucky; 

Huntington, Indiana; North Aurora, Illinois; and Acuña, Mexico. For more information, call 1-800-

AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit www.bendix.com. To learn more about career 

opportunities at Bendix, visit www.bendix.com/careers. Follow Bendix on Twitter at 

http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts at www.brake-

school.com. 
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