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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

BAYLOR TRUCKING CONTINUES TRADITION OF SAFETY 

WITH BENDIX® WINGMAN® AND BLINDSPOTTER® TECHNOLOGIES 

Regional Carrier Equips 70 Tractors with Collision Mitigation and Side Object Detection 

 
ELYRIA, Ohio – Oct. 18, 2016 – Baylor Trucking President Cari Baylor is more than 

happy with her company’s decision to add 70 new Kenworth tractors – all equipped with Bendix 

driver assistance and side object detection safety technologies – to its fleet. She’s also not 

planning to stop there. 

“We will not buy a truck – whether it’s for the company or our lease purchase plan – that 

doesn’t have Bendix’s collision mitigation and other safety technologies, because we believe so 

strongly in them,” Baylor said. “We hire the safest drivers we can hire and support them with the 

safest professional team we can develop, so it only makes sense to put them in the safest 

trucks that we can buy.” 

The Milan, Indiana-based carrier was founded in 1946 by Cari Baylor’s grandfather, 

Chester. Baylor Trucking’s fleet of 200 power units and 715 trailers serves the eastern United 

States from its terminal located in Portland, Tennessee. Over seven decades and countless 

miles, safety has always been at the company’s core. 

“We have three principles: Be safe, be legal, and be on time – and safety comes first,” 

Baylor said. “We were founded by a driver, and my dad was a driver – so more than anything, 

we want our drivers to return home safely, and we want to make sure that all the families 

traveling out there are driving next to the safest trucks on the road.”  

To that end, Baylor ordered 35 Kenworths equipped with Bendix™ BlindSpotter® Side 

Object Detection System and Bendix® Wingman® Advanced™ – A Collision Mitigation 
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Technology in 2015. This year, the company ordered another 35, also with BlindSpotter®, but 

adding Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems’ flagship collision mitigation system, Bendix® 

Wingman® Fusion™. Baylor also recently added 50 new Utility Trailer Manufacturing Company 

trailers to its fleet, all equipped with Bendix® ADB22X™ air disc brakes and Bendix’s antilock 

braking system. 

 

Strong Partners on the Safety Path 

Bendix and Baylor’s safety partnership extends back more than 25 years. The company 

was using Bendix antilock brakes on its trailers in 1991, currently equips Bendix air disc brakes 

on all its tractor axles, and has utilized the Bendix® ESP® Electronic Stability Program full-

stability system since the mid-2000s. 

“Our partnership with Baylor represents a quarter-century relationship with this 

multigenerational family-operated fleet, and it’s something special,” said Scott Burkhart, Bendix 

vice president – sales, marketing, and business development. “The strides in safety technology 

Bendix and Baylor have seen over the years have been phenomenal – from antilock brakes to 

full-stability technology to the rise of today’s powerful driver assistance systems – and we are 

proud to have shared every step with such a safety-focused team. Highways are safer thanks to 

the efforts and forward thinking of companies like Baylor, and we will continue to support them 

as far as the road takes us.” 

After experiencing Bendix® Wingman® Advanced™ firsthand in early 2015, Baylor was 

determined to make it part of the company’s safety plan. 

“When I took the ride-along, and saw the system in use on the highway, it reinvigorated 

my pride and passion for this industry,” she said. “We spoke to all of our original equipment 

manufacturers and said, ‘Who is going to make this happen?’ Every buying decision we made 

was centered around Wingman – even when we knew it would take some extra time and have 

some operational impacts. That’s how important it was to us and our principles.” 

Wingman Advanced delivers active cruise control with braking features, along with 

collision mitigation technology. Using a radar sensor mounted to the front of the vehicle, 

Wingman Advanced delivers both warnings and active interventions to help drivers potentially 

avoid rear-end collisions or, at least, help reduce their severity. It is built on Bendix ESP, which 

helps drivers mitigate rollover and loss-of-control situations.  

Bendix Wingman Fusion integrates a camera to create a comprehensive, next-

generation driver assistance system. Unlike radar-only systems, Wingman Fusion combines 

and cross-checks information from multiple sources to deliver enhanced rear-end collision 
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mitigation, alerts when speeding, lane departure warning, and braking on stationary vehicles. 

Wingman® Fusion® helps drivers avoid additional crash situations, including rollovers, loss-of-

control, and sideswipe crashes, while prioritizing alerts to help reduce driver distraction. With 

video, radar, and other sensors working together, and not just in parallel, Fusion realizes events 

sooner – alerting the driver and decreasing the vehicle’s speed up to twice as much. The 

system’s camera is powered by the Mobileye System-on-Chip EyeQ processor with state-of-the-

art vision algorithms. 

Bendix™ BlindSpotter® Side Object Detection System is a side-radar system designed to 

alert drivers to vehicles or objects in adjacent lanes. BlindSpotter technology – which is not 

integrated into the Fusion system – provides drivers visual and audible alerts when vehicles are 

traveling in the truck’s right-side blind spot. 

 

Driver Training, Feedback, and Results 

Like Bendix, Baylor knows that the most advanced safety technology is no substitute for 

skilled, safe drivers supported by proactive, comprehensive training. Before hitting the road in 

Wingman-equipped vehicles, Baylor drivers receive additional classroom time and ride-along 

experiences from Bendix to learn exactly what the systems can do, and what to expect when 

they’re behind the wheel. 

“That upfront coaching is very important, because it provides us with the opportunity to 

reiterate our safety expectations, and make sure the drivers feel very comfortable with the 

equipment before they leave the facility,” Baylor said. “And we’ve gotten a lot of positive 

feedback from drivers, who say the systems are helping them continue doing their job 

professionally and safely. They want to put their best foot forward – pun intended – and this 

supports the kind of drivers who are the perfect fit for us.” 

To the credit of those drivers and the supporting Bendix technology, Baylor noted that 

although it can be difficult to quantify results, the fleet hasn’t had any rear-end collisions or 

sideswipe accidents in the Wingman- and BlindSpotter-equipped vehicles. 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems’ safety technologies are intended to complement 

safe driving practices and are not meant to enable or encourage aggressive driving. 

Responsibility for the safe operation of any commercial vehicle remains with the driver at all 

times. 

Through an ever-growing portfolio of technologies, Bendix, the North American leader in 

the development and manufacture of active safety and braking solutions for commercial 

vehicles, delivers on areas critical to fleets’ success. By improving safety, vehicle performance 
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and efficiency, and providing unparalleled post-sales support, Bendix aims to help fleets and 

drivers lower total cost of vehicle ownership and strengthen return on investment in equipment 

and technology.  

For more information about Bendix safety systems and technologies, visit 

www.safertrucks.com, www.bendix.com, or call 1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725). 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 3,000 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Bendix is 

headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, with manufacturing plants in Bowling Green, Kentucky; 

Huntington, Indiana; North Aurora, Illinois; and Acuña, Mexico. For more information, call 1-800-

AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit www.bendix.com. To learn more about career 

opportunities at Bendix, visit www.bendix.com/careers. Follow Bendix on Twitter at 

http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts at www.brake-

school.com. 
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