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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

CYPRESS TRUCK LINES STRENGTHENS ITS SAFETY CULTURE  

WITH ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES FROM BENDIX 

Leading Flatbed Carrier Spec’s Full Stability, Collision Mitigation, and  

Side Object Detection; Moves to Wingman® Fusion™ on All New Orders 

 
ELYRIA, Ohio – Sept. 20, 2016 – Cypress Truck Lines, Inc. doesn’t jump on every new 

safety system that comes along. A leading North American commercial carrier, Cypress prefers 

to adopt proven technologies. 

“But once we buy into something,” said Thad Penland, vice president, “we’re in it for the 

long haul.” 

Cypress is in it for the long haul with proven advanced technologies from Bendix. The 

fleet joins other major carriers in selecting Bendix systems to enhance fleet and highway safety. 

This year, Cypress placed 30 International® ProStar® tractors into service – all equipped 

with Bendix’s flagship collision mitigation system, Wingman® Fusion™. These trucks also include 

the Bendix® ESP® Electronic Stability Program full-stability system – on which Fusion is built – 

and the Bendix™ BlindSpotter® Side Object Detection System. Based on its experiences with 

Wingman Fusion, the carrier has decided to spec it on every new piece of equipment it buys. 

The order continued a long relationship with Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC. 

In 2013, Cypress took delivery on 100 Peterbilt® tractors spec’d with Bendix ESP, Bendix® 

Wingman® Advanced™ – A Collision Mitigation Technology, and BlindSpotter. Before that, 

Bendix technologies chosen by the carrier included ABS and roll-stability systems. 

Cypress, a family-owned fleet headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida, was founded in 

1972. It purchased Sunbelt Transport, LLC in 2009. Together, they represent one of the largest 
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national open-deck carriers in the United States, operating six terminals in Florida, Georgia, 

North Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas. They specialize in on-time, next-day delivery of 

wallboard and building materials, with a focus on the Southeast and Eastern Seaboard. The 

combined fleet includes 525 tractors and more than 1,200 trailers. 

“Safety is the most important thing we do. It all starts there. You can’t haul the first load if 

you’re not safe,” Penland said. “It’s a major focus for everyone at the company. Every single 

decision of any significance is looked at from a safety standpoint first and foremost. In terms of 

equipment, we believe in active safety devices. They are a big part of our safety program.” 

 

Even Better 

Eventually, according to Penland, every one of the carrier’s trucks will be equipped with 

Wingman® technology. 

Bendix® Wingman® Fusion™, the Wingman system Cypress is now spec’ing exclusively, 

integrates and advances a proven, road-tested suite of Bendix safety technologies – radar, 

camera, and the vehicle’s brake system – into a comprehensive driver assistance system. 

Unlike radar-only systems, Wingman Fusion combines and cross-checks information 

from multiple sources to deliver enhanced rear-end collision mitigation, alerts when speeding, 

and braking on stationary vehicles. It is built on the Bendix® ESP® Electronic Stability Program 

full-stability system, which helps drivers mitigate rollover and loss-of-control situations. 

Wingman Fusion also helps drivers avoid additional crash situations, including rollovers, loss-of-

control, and sideswipe crashes, while prioritizing alerts to help reduce driver distraction. 

With video, radar, and other sensors working together, and not just in parallel, the 

system realizes events sooner – alerting the driver and decreasing the vehicle’s speed up to 

twice as much – to help the driver mitigate potential collisions or lessen their severity. The 

Wingman Fusion system camera is powered by the Mobileye System-on-Chip EyeQ processor 

with state-of-the-art vision algorithms. 

Bendix™ BlindSpotter® Side Object Detection System is a side-radar system designed to 

alert drivers to vehicles or objects in adjacent lanes. 

“Our drivers are highly skilled and dedicated, and the technologies make them even 

better,” Penland said. “We’ve already seen incidences where one of the Wingman systems 

prevented a potential accident – including two that would’ve been rear-end collisions.” 
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That Half-Second More 

Robert Lewis, a driver with 30 years of experience, began driving one of the new trucks 

with Wingman® Fusion™ earlier this year. At first, he resisted the technology. “I tried to override 

the truck’s alerts, warnings, and safety features by talking back to it, yelling at it, and pounding 

my hands on the steering wheel,” he said. “Finally, I gave in to the truck and drove it the way it 

was coaching me to drive – safely, wisely, and professionally. I realized these were great safety 

features to help in preventing accidents and incidents – and help keep me and others safe out 

on the highways. Not to mention helping me avoid the unnecessary fines that would take money 

out of my pocket.” 

He recounted the time that Fusion’s speed sign recognition feature warned him he was 

over the limit, so he slowed down – just in time to round a curve and see a highway patrol 

vehicle checking for speeders.  

Like Lewis, Penland said, the carrier’s other drivers appreciate the added technology. 

“Once they know what it’ll do, they’ve really adopted it,” he said. “Wingman gives them 

that half-second more than if they had to react to a situation themselves. Sometimes that’s the 

difference between shifting the load and avoiding a load shift – we’re a flatbed open-deck 

hauler, so anytime we have a really hard brake, it’s going to shift the load and possibly turn the 

truck over. Wingman applies the brakes faster than the driver can. When that happens, the 

driver takes over from there and is able to avoid the accident and the load shift.” 

Bendix™ BlindSpotter® has made an impact as well. “It’s been huge for the drivers,” 

Penland said. “There are always times when other vehicles get stuck in the blind spot. It’s even 

worse in bad weather with bad visibility. The system will alert the driver, enabling him or her to 

avoid a lot of problems.” 

 

Transformation 

Bendix Wingman Fusion and Bendix® Wingman® Advanced™ have helped to transform 

the way Cypress approaches safety, according to Penland.  

“We’re extremely happy with the systems. They make the driver’s job a little easier,” 

Penland said. “The way we approach our current driving force has significantly changed. We 

wish we had Wingman in every truck – it’s just going to take some time to get there.” 

“Cypress is passionate about its commitment to safety, and that’s something equally 

important for all of us at Bendix,” said Scott Burkhart, Bendix vice president – sales, marketing, 

and business development. “They are just as focused on excelling in performance and 

reliability, two other qualities that have helped them rise to the top ranks of commercial carriers. 
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We’re honored to be able to help their team reach their goals through our products and service, 

and the value we offer.” 

Safety technologies complement safe driving practices and are not intended to enable or 

encourage aggressive driving, Burkhart emphasized. No commercial vehicle safety technology 

replaces a skilled, alert driver exercising safe driving techniques and proactive, comprehensive 

driver training. Responsibility for the safe operation of the vehicle remains with the driver at all 

times. 

Bendix’s suite of safety technologies is part of the company’s ever-growing portfolio of 

technology developments that delivers on safety, plus other areas critical to fleets’ success. By 

improving vehicle performance and efficiency and providing unparalleled post-sales support, 

Bendix aims to help fleets and drivers lower total cost of vehicle ownership and strengthen 

return on investment in equipment and technology.  

For more information about Bendix safety systems and technologies, visit 

www.safertrucks.com, www.bendix.com, or call 1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725). 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 3,000 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Bendix is 

headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, with manufacturing plants in Bowling Green, Kentucky; Huntington, 

Indiana; North Aurora, Illinois; and Acuña, Mexico. For more information, call 1-800-AIR-BRAKE 

(1-800-247-2725) or visit www.bendix.com. To learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, 

visit www.bendix.com/careers. Follow Bendix on Twitter at http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on 

and learn from the Bendix experts at www.brake-school.com. 
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