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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

THROUGH TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT, BENDIX ADVANCES MISSION  

OF NATIONAL SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK 

Advanced Technologies – Current and Forthcoming – Play Important Role in Safer Bus Travel 

 

ELYRIA, Ohio – Oct. 12, 2016 – School buses are a reliably safe mode of travel, but 

they can be even safer, according to Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC. As National 

School Bus Safety Week approaches, the company thanks the bus drivers and school districts 

dedicated to ensuring safe bus trips for all students – and continues its efforts to develop 

advanced technologies for the familiar yellow vehicles. 

Sponsored by the National Association for Pupil Transportation (NAPT), National School 

Bus Safety Week is a public education program that promotes school bus safety. This year, it 

takes place Oct. 17-21. Bendix – the North American leader in the development and 

manufacture of active safety and braking system technologies for commercial vehicles – 

supports the National School Bus Safety Week mission of making school bus transportation 

safer for all students.  

America’s school buses transport more than 25 million students every school day, 

according to the NAPT. Data from the U.S. Department of Transportation shows they remain the 

safest option for getting students to and from school. 

“While the statistics are positive, school buses can be safer still, and technologies that 

assist the skilled men and women behind the wheel can help achieve this,” said Fred Andersky, 

Bendix director of government and industry affairs. “We see increasing use of advanced 

technologies on cars and on truck tractors and trailers. More and more of these systems are 
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becoming available for school buses, and there are many reasons to incorporate these safety 

upgrades. After all, school buses carry the most precious cargo of all. They should have the 

most advanced technologies.” 

 

Technologies Available Today 

Proven safety technologies currently available for school buses include electronic 

stability control and air disc brakes.  

Bendix often demonstrates these and other solutions aimed at helping to further 

enhance the safety and performance of today’s vehicles. The company uses a school bus 

equipped with the Bendix® ESP® Electronic Stability Program full-stability system and Bendix® 

ADB22X™ air disc brakes. 

Bendix ESP – already on nearly 500,000 commercial vehicles in North America – 

employs a system of sensors to recognize and mitigate conditions that could lead to rollover and 

loss-of-control. Full-stability technology functions in a wide range of driving and road conditions, 

including snowy, ice-covered, and slippery surfaces. 

The industry-leading Bendix ADB22X air disc brake from Bendix Spicer Foundation 

Brake LLC (BSFB) delivers significantly shorter stopping distances with consistently straight, 

stable stops and little to no brake fade while offering a passenger car-like feel. It features a 

patented lightweight design and extended brake system life. 

Bendix introduced the ADB22X air disc brake in 2005 – a first for the North American 

marketplace. Since then, it has produced nearly 1.5 million units. 

 

On the Horizon 

Andersky expects another widely used advanced safety system for commercial vehicles, 

collision mitigation technology, to become available for school buses as well. That technology, 

available at Bendix as Bendix® Wingman® Advanced™ – A Collision Mitigation Technology, is a 

radar-based collision mitigation system engineered to help drivers mitigate rear-end collisions. 

Wingman Advanced, which is built on the Bendix ESP full-stability system, assists 

drivers by delivering warnings and active interventions using a radar sensor mounted to the 

front of the vehicle. The driver, who maintains control at all times, can help avoid or minimize 

the collision situation through additional braking or steering. 

Also ready for use on school buses is Bendix’s flagship collision mitigation technology, 

Bendix® Wingman® Fusion™. Wingman Fusion integrates and advances a proven, road-tested 
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suite of Bendix safety technologies – radar, camera, and the vehicle’s brake system – into a 

comprehensive driver assistance program.  

Wingman® Fusion™ gathers input through radar, video, and the vehicle’s brakes working 

together, and not just in parallel – to create a highly detailed and accurate data picture using 

deep, multisystem integration, setting it apart from radar-only systems. The system’s camera is 

powered by the Mobileye System-on-Chip EyeQ processor with state-of-the-art vision 

algorithms.  

A technology in development, Intelligent Parking Brake, also may become available for 

school buses.  

The solution is designed to help drivers prevent runaway/rollaway crashes caused by 

failure to properly set a parking brake, or by accidental brake disengagement, such as by a 

student on the bus. It is designed to replace traditional air-brake parking brakes with an 

electronically controlled parking brake. By adding sensors, such as to the driver’s seat, the 

system can automatically set the parking brake if the driver leaves the seat without setting the 

brake. 

Earlier this year, Bendix demonstrated the technology to key legislators, regulators, and 

advocacy and industry group leaders in Washington, D.C. 

 

Increasing Availability 

“School bus manufacturers are adopting advanced safety technologies in ever-greater 

numbers. The decisions are based on the proven safety benefits and track records of the 

systems,” Andersky said. “We’re encouraged by this growing availability and the expanding 

safety technology choices for school districts when selecting equipment on their bus orders.” 

As of last year, Bendix® ADB22X™ air disc brakes are available from all major school bus 

OEs, including Blue Bird Corporation, Thomas Built Buses, and IC Bus. In 2014, Blue Bird 

became the first North American school bus manufacturer to offer stability technology, making 

Bendix® ESP® available as a factory-installed option on conventional school buses.  

Andersky emphasized that advanced safety technologies from Bendix are meant to 

assist, not replace, drivers. “Bendix safety technologies complement safe driving practices and 

are not intended to enable or encourage aggressive driving. No commercial vehicle safety 

technology replaces a skilled, alert driver exercising safe driving techniques and proactive, 

comprehensive driver training. Responsibility for the safe operation of the vehicle remains with 

the driver at all times,” he said. 
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Bendix® ESP® and Bendix® ADB22X™ air disc brakes are part of the company’s ever-

growing portfolio of technology developments that delivers on safety, plus other areas critical to 

fleets’ success. By helping to reduce incident potential, improving vehicle performance and 

efficiency, and providing unparalleled post-sales support, Bendix can help lower total costs of 

vehicle ownership, and strengthen their returns on investment in equipment and technology.  

For more information about Bendix’s school bus and other commercial vehicle 

technologies, call Bendix at 1-800-AIR-BRAKE or visit www.bendix.com.  

 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 3,000 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Bendix is 

headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, with manufacturing plants in Bowling Green, Kentucky; 

Huntington, Indiana; North Aurora, Illinois; and Acuña, Mexico. For more information, call 1-800-

AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit www.bendix.com. To learn more about career 

opportunities at Bendix, visit www.bendix.com/careers. Follow Bendix on Twitter at 

http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts at www.brake-

school.com. 

 

About Bendix Spicer Foundation Brake LLC  

Bendix Spicer Foundation Brake LLC combines and expands the complementary wheel-end 

foundation brake technologies of two global leaders – Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

and Dana Commercial Vehicle Products, LLC. The joint venture, formed in July 2004, is a 

single, complete source for OEM brake system design, manufacturing, hardware, and support 

for all foundation brake components and actuation systems, as well as all-makes coverage of 

nearly 50,000 medium- and heavy-duty aftermarket parts. Bendix Spicer Foundation Brake LLC 

is headquartered in Elyria, Ohio, with engineering operations in both Elyria and Kalamazoo, 

Michigan, and a manufacturing facility in Bowling Green, Kentucky. For more information, call  

1-866-610-9709 or visit www.foundationbrakes.com. To learn about career opportunities at 

Bendix Spicer Foundation Brake, visit www.bendix.com/careers. Follow BSFB on Twitter at 

http://www.bendix.com/
http://www.bendix.com/careers
http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS
http://www.brake-school.com/
http://www.brake-school.com/
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http://twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts at www.brake-

school.com. 
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