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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

BENDIX® WINGMAN® FUSION™ ENHANCES SAFETY, EARNS POSITIVE DRIVER 

FEEDBACK AT CUSTOM COMMODITIES TRANSPORT 

Specialty Hauler Equips Flagship Advanced Driver Assistance System Standard on 

New Trucks, Building on Legacy of Leading-Edge Technologies 

 

ELYRIA, Ohio – Aug. 18, 2017 – Talk trucks with David Stevenson, president and CEO 

of Custom Commodities Transport, and he’s likely to bring up high-tech fighter planes. “When 

those aircraft leave the ground, everything needs to be right,” he says. “That’s the approach we 

take with our trucks – and Bendix is really helping us reach for that level of safety performance 

while moving our company into the future.” 

Custom Commodities has made Bendix® Wingman® Fusion™ – Bendix’s flagship 

collision mitigation technology – standard equipment on new trucks, along with Bendix™ 

BlindSpotter® Side Object Detection System, SmarTire® Tire Pressure Monitoring System by 

Bendix CVS, and Bendix® ADB22X™ air disc brakes on all wheel-ends. New trailers at Custom 

Commodities are also spec’d with SmarTire, along with the Bendix® ADB22X™-LT trailer-specific 

air disc brake and the Bendix® TABS-6™ Advanced MC trailer antilock braking system, which 

provides trailer roll stability. 

Based in Gilmer, Texas, and founded in 1985, Custom Commodities is one of the 

country’s leading dry bulk and liquid transportation carriers, running a tanker fleet that includes 

hundreds of tractors and trailers serving the United States and Canada. Custom Commodities 

also operates Elliott Truck Line, which it acquired in 2009. Elliott was founded in 1946 and is 

based in Vinita, Oklahoma.  
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“In the mid-2000s, we were looking for a system that would help prevent accidents and 

was suitable for daily use, and Bendix came to the rescue,” Stevenson said. “We started with 

Wingman® ACB (active cruise with braking), and then moved to Wingman® Advanced™, and 

then Bendix® Wingman® Fusion™. And Fusion is just leaps ahead – it’s helped us quite a bit. 

We’ve seen a dramatic downturn in rear-end incidents and ‘near misses.’ Recently, we had no 

yearly increase in our insurance because of the results we’ve gotten – so not only are our 

drivers and trucks safer, but Bendix also has helped control costs.” 

 

The Value of Safety 

Safety is a constant focus at Custom Commodities. 

“It’s a commitment and an obligation, and that’s thoroughly understood throughout the 

company,” Stevenson said. “We address safety every day in management meetings, shop 

discussions, driver training, and communication on and off the road – not just for the benefit of 

ourselves, but for our customers and everyone who shares the roads with us. And Bendix plays 

a big part in all of it.” 

Bendix Wingman Fusion delivers adaptive cruise control along with enhanced rear-end 

collision mitigation, following distance alerts, stationary object alerts, lane departure warning, 

alerts when speeding, and braking on stationary vehicles – all while prioritizing alerts to help 

reduce driver distraction. The system’s capabilities arise from its capacity to gather input 

through radar, video, and the vehicle’s brakes, with the sensors working together, and not just in 

parallel. Fusion then combines and cross-checks the information from all sources to create a 

highly detailed and accurate data picture. Fusion’s forward-facing camera is powered by the 

Mobileye System-on-Chip EyeQ processor with state-of-the-art vision algorithms. Wingman 

Fusion can also help drivers in collisions, potential rollovers, and loss-of-control situations, since 

the system is built on the Bendix® ESP® Electronic Stability Program full-stability system. 

Bendix™ BlindSpotter® Side Object Detection System is a stand-alone system that 

complements technology like Fusion, providing a side-radar system designed to alert drivers to 

vehicles or objects in adjacent lanes. BlindSpotter provides drivers visual and audible alerts 

when vehicles are traveling in the truck’s right-side blind spot. 

SmarTire® uses wheel-mounted sensors inside each tire to continuously monitor 

temperature, as well as pressure. The system can not only address changing situations that can 

affect pressure – such as whether a truck has been parked for some time or has traveled 

hundreds of miles – but also provide earlier warnings of potential tire problems. 
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The Bendix® TABS-6™ Advanced trailer roll stability system combines antilock braking 

(ABS) with a set of trailer sensors that monitor stability, and can quickly and automatically 

trigger trailer braking interventions when conditions that may lead to a rollover are detected. The 

TABS-6 Advanced MC platform allows for distinct control of either side of the trailer, and can be 

configured to control independent axles on a given vehicle. 

Additionally, today’s advanced safety technologies are best paired with air disc brakes 

like the Bendix® ADB22X™, which help them perform at their best by providing straight, stable 

stops with virtually no brake fade. Custom Commodities has equipped the ADB22X on every 

axle of all the tractors and trailers it has purchased in the past five years. 

Stevenson says the complete package is invaluable, particularly in hauling high center-

of-gravity trailers or unbaffled liquid tank containers, which are a specialty of Custom 

Commodities. 

“We feel like we’re getting a lot of return on our investment,” he said. “How do you put a 

number on safety? How do you put a real value on what an accident or litigation could 

potentially cost you? And down the road at resale time, we’re confident we’re going to recoup 

some of our investment on these trucks as the technology becomes more widely known and 

accepted across the industry.” 

 

Training, Support, and Driver Feedback 

Because technology alone doesn’t make for a comprehensive safety approach, Custom 

Commodities also stresses proper driver training and the importance of an excellent support 

relationship with Bendix. 

“When we bring new drivers in, we put them through a two-week course in which we 

expose them to the Bendix systems,” Stevenson said. “A lot of people are not acclimated to 

things like full stability and collision mitigation. The technology is really kind of an eye-opener for 

them, so we prepare them for its abilities. It’s a protection mechanism that helps them do their 

jobs better – they get that, and they seem to appreciate it.” 

Responsive and knowledgeable customer service from the Bendix team, Stevenson 

noted, has been “unequaled in the industry,” improved Custom Commodities’ uptime, and been 

helpful in the spec’ing process while dealing with truck manufacturers. 

“Custom Commodities’ focus on the big highway safety picture helps define the 

company beyond just trucking, and we at Bendix can fully appreciate that,” said Scott Burkhart, 

Bendix vice president – sales, marketing, and business development. “In much the same way, 

Bendix strives to deliver more than just truck components and systems: Our goal is to reshape 
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the transportation safety landscape to the benefit of everyone on the roads – and that doesn’t 

happen without partners like this fleet. We appreciate and value their support.” 

Behind the wheel, Custom Commodities’ drivers regularly voice support for the 

advanced safety systems. 

“I’ve had drivers call me directly and say, ‘These disc brakes and this Fusion™ system 

are amazing – we had a near miss because somebody else did something crazy out here on the 

road, and it was incredible,’” Stevenson said. “That tells me volumes about what’s going on out 

there.” 

Bendix emphasizes that its safety technologies complement safe driving practices and 

are not intended to enable or encourage aggressive driving. No commercial vehicle safety 

technology replaces a skilled, alert driver exercising safe driving techniques and proactive, 

comprehensive driver training. Responsibility for the safe operation of the vehicle remains with 

the driver at all times.  

Visit the Bendix multimedia center at knowledge-dock.com to learn more about Bendix’s 

advanced safety technology development, driver assistance systems, and commercial vehicle 

safety. Product- and service-related content includes podcasts, blogs, videos, and more. For 

further information about Bendix collision mitigation systems and air disc brakes, contact Bendix 

at 1-800-AIR-BRAKE or visit www.safertrucks.com/solutions. 

 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

 
Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 3,200 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Contact us at 

1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit bendix.com. Stay connected and informed through 

Bendix expert podcasts, blog posts, videos, and other resources at knowledge-dock.com. 

Follow Bendix on Twitter at twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts 

at brake-school.com. And to learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, visit 

bendix.com/careers. 
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