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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

BLUE BIRD MAKES BENDIX FULL-STABILITY TECHNOLOGY STANDARD 

ON ALL AIR-BRAKED SCHOOL BUSES 

Bendix® ESP® Electronic Stability Program Enhances Student, Driver, and Vehicle Safety 

 

ELYRIA, Ohio – Feb. 18, 2019 – Every day, nearly 25 million children across the U.S. 

take the bus to and from school. To help keep them safe, and to support the school bus drivers 

making their journeys possible, the Bendix® ESP® Electronic Stability Program full-stability 

system is now standard equipment on all air-braked buses from Blue Bird Corporation, North 

America’s leading school bus manufacturer. 

A proven technology that helps mitigate or possibly prevent loss-of-control and rollover 

conditions, Bendix ESP has been equipped on more than 700,000 commercial vehicles in the 

U.S., Canada, and Mexico since its launch in 2005. Bendix is the North American leader in the 

development and manufacture of active safety, air management, and braking solutions for 

commercial vehicles. 

“Even before full-stability systems became required technology on most commercial 

vehicles in 2017, they were essentially a safety standard among truck manufacturers and many 

fleets,” said TJ Thomas, Bendix director of marketing and customer solutions, Controls group. 

“Blue Bird took the lead in making full stability available on school buses, and Bendix is proud to 

build on our shared commitment to safer vehicles for students and bus drivers – there’s no more 

important cargo on the roads, after all.” 
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Fort Valley, Georgia-based Blue Bird is the leading independent designer and 

manufacturer of school buses in the U.S., with more than 550,000 buses sold since its formation 

in 1927 and with more than 180,000 buses in operation today. The company employs more than 

2,000 people in its Georgia manufacturing facilities and an extensive network of dealers and 

service facilities throughout North America. In 2014, Blue Bird became the first North American 

school bus manufacturer to offer full-stability technology, when it made Bendix® ESP® available 

as an option on its conventional school buses. 

“Nothing is more important to us than safety,” said Mark Terry, chief commercial officer 

at Blue Bird Corporation. “Bendix is a great partner, and we are excited to standardize their ESP 

system, having been first in the industry to offer full stability by Bendix as an option for the past 

three years.” 

Terry continued, “Providing additional safety features on buses not only helps keep our 

children safe, it also gives drivers greater confidence while operating the bus. Safety for your 

students, peace of mind for your drivers. That’s what drives Blue Bird as we continue to 

innovate and release new features on our buses.” 

 

A Difference-Making Technology 

Bendix ESP is an antilock braking system (ABS)-based stability technology that 

recognizes and assists with both rollover and vehicle under- and over-steer driving situations. 

ESP uses a series of sensors to continuously monitor vehicle parameters, including wheel 

speed, lateral acceleration, steering angle, brake pressure, and yaw rate. These sensors 

combine to measure driver intent and vehicle direction, helping to mitigate skids, slides, and 

loss of control – including rollovers – through interventions such as de-throttling the engine and 

selectively applying the brakes, typically reacting faster than a human can. 

“Human perception is good but still limited, so even the most experienced driver often 

can’t feel a vehicle’s impending instability,” Thomas said. “And by the time the driver recognizes 

that unstable situation – something that can happen in an instant – it can be too late to correct. 

Bendix ESP has the ability to slow the vehicle when it nears a critical stability threshold, which 

helps keep the driver in control and the vehicle more closely aligned with the intended path. In 

fact, the National Transportation Safety Board noted in one bus crash report last year that full-

stability technology could have made a difference.” 

Bendix ESP delivers stability performance on dry and wet surfaces through the 

combination of its extensive sensor array and both all-axle and individual braking capabilities. 

Additionally, full-stability technology functions in a wide range of driving and road conditions, 
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including snow, ice-covered, and slippery surfaces. Full-stability systems also serve as the 

foundation for more advanced technologies such as collision mitigation. 

Both Blue Bird and Bendix stress that systems like Bendix® ESP® are designed to 

support and complement drivers, in tandem with continuous, proactive training programs. No 

technology can replace the importance of skilled, alert drivers practicing safe driving habits, and 

responsibility for control of the vehicle remains with the driver at all times. 

“School buses are already a very safe form of school transportation,” Thomas said, “and 

alongside companies like Blue Bird, we’ll keep working to help make them even more so.” 

 

About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 

Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 3,200 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Contact us at 

1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit bendix.com. Stay connected and informed through 

Bendix expert podcasts, blog posts, videos, and other resources at knowledge-dock.com. 

Follow Bendix on Twitter at twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts 

at brake-school.com. And to learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, visit 

bendix.com/careers. 
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