
-more- 

News Release 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Barbara Gould             or  Ken Kesegich 
Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC  Marcus Thomas LLC 
(440) 329-9609      (888) 482-4455 
barbara.gould@bendix.com     kkesegich@marcusthomasllc.com 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TMC 2019 Booth No. 1915 

 

BENDIX ENHANCES SAFETYDIRECT® WITH EQUIPMENT UPGRADES 

AND NEXT-GENERATION COMPONENT OPTIONS 

Improved Cameras, Processing, and Data Capabilities Deliver Vital Information for Fleet Safety 

 
ELYRIA, Ohio – March 19, 2019 – Continuing to advance its suite of safety tools for 

fleets and drivers, Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC today unveiled a slate of 

equipment upgrades and new next-generation component options – available now on select 

commercial vehicle brands – to enhance its SafetyDirect® system. 

A high-resolution forward-looking camera, continuous video recording (DVR), increased 

computing power, on-board connectivity and cyber security, and an optional in-cab driver-facing 

camera supported by SafetyDirect are among the improvements now available. The equipment 

will also be able to take full advantage of Wi-Fi and Bluetooth® connectivity for near-vehicle 

communication. 

“Today’s advanced safety systems generate an incredible amount of truly valuable 

information – including video – and these tools will further enable fleets to make the best and 

most efficient use of this data in their safety and driver training efforts,” said TJ Thomas, Bendix 

director of marketing and customer solutions – Controls. “Additionally, as the improved 

hardware is put into production on new installs, the individual components will be available as 

upgrades onto existing systems, varying from vehicle to vehicle depending on what’s already in 

place.”    

SafetyDirect by Bendix CVS is the user-friendly web portal that provides fleet operators 

with comprehensive feedback on their fleet and drivers, along with videos of severe events. The 
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system wirelessly transmits real-time data and event-based information from a vehicle’s J1939 

network to the fleet’s back office for analysis.  

Bendix announced the new hardware for SafetyDirect® – the only video-based driver 

safety solution combined with an active safety system and available for installation on the 

production line at all of the major OEs – at the American Trucking Associations’ 2019 

Technology Maintenance Council (TMC) Annual Meeting and Transportation Technology 

Exhibition in Atlanta. 

 

What’s New? 

The forward-facing camera upgrade provides high-resolution footage to SafetyDirect. An 

additional driver-facing camera is also an option, reflecting high industry interest and increasing 

adoption. 

Daimler Trucks North America (DTNA) selected SafetyDirect as an option in its Detroit™ 

Assurance® 5.0 suite of camera- and radar-based safety systems, which the truck maker 

unveiled in January. The company announced the suite as it introduced the first SAE Level 2 

automated truck in series production in North America with the latest enhancements to the 

Freightliner new Cascadia®. Level 2 automation means the truck is capable of both lateral 

(steering) and longitudinal (acceleration/deceleration) control. 

Bendix’s next-generation video capture solution is available as an option on all new 

vehicles equipped with Detroit Assurance 5.0. The system provides high-resolution forward-

looking video capture and has an optional fully integrated driver-facing camera. There is on-

board connectivity via Bluetooth® and Wi-Fi included for data transfer and Driver ID. The 

processor offers increased cyber security protection, providing the foundation for future next-

generation enhancements. 

This action is part of a phased introduction of robust new features and advanced 

functionality for SafetyDirect expected to occur throughout 2019. 

“No advanced safety technology can replace the need for safe, alert drivers practicing 

safe driving habits, as well as the importance of comprehensive and proactive driver training,” 

Thomas said. “That’s why Bendix focuses not just on developing vehicle safety systems, but on 

giving fleets the best tools and actionable information to help reinforce drivers’ best practices 

and improve their training programs.” 
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Available for Retrofit 

Current and future generations of SafetyDirect® are part of the suite of advanced safety 

technologies available today within the Bendix Retrofit Upgrade Program, a unique, first-of-its-

kind program that enables professional installation of an expanding portfolio of Bendix safety 

solutions to upgrade vehicles that did not come factory-equipped. The Bendix Retrofit Upgrade 

Program features two key elements: a comprehensive website that enables vehicle operators to 

determine retrofit opportunities per vehicle, and an escalating network of Bendix Authorized 

Retrofit Dealers and Distributors (ARDs) to facilitate the professional installation.  

With a phased-in introduction that began in 2017, the program has already been eagerly 

adopted by a growing list of major fleets across North America with upgrade installations taking 

place daily. 

 

 
About Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems LLC 
 
Bendix Commercial Vehicle Systems, a member of the Knorr-Bremse Group, develops and 

supplies leading-edge active safety technologies, energy management solutions, and air brake 

charging and control systems and components under the Bendix® brand name for medium- and 

heavy-duty trucks, tractors, trailers, buses, and other commercial vehicles throughout North 

America. An industry pioneer, employing more than 3,200 people, Bendix is driven to deliver 

solutions for improved vehicle safety, performance, and overall operating cost. Contact us at 

1-800-AIR-BRAKE (1-800-247-2725) or visit bendix.com. Stay connected and informed through 

Bendix expert podcasts, blog posts, videos, and other resources at knowledge-dock.com. Follow 

Bendix on Twitter at twitter.com/Bendix_CVS. Log on and learn from the Bendix experts at brake-

school.com. And to learn more about career opportunities at Bendix, visit bendix.com/careers. 
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